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“That also filters down
to the children,” said Mary
Wieser, the diocese’s direc-
tor of
faith for-
mation.

S o m e
divorced
p e o p l e
leave the
C h u r c h
b e c a u s e
they don’t
feel wel-
come or don’t realize they
can receive Com mun ion if
they haven’t re married
without an annulment, said
Deacon Don Frericks. He
is parish life coordinator at
St. Andrew’s in Blue
Grass.

Hanisch pointed out the
ecumenism factor as well.
“We have a trend in society
(leaning) more toward ecu-
menism; being respectful
of other religions plays a
part in whether people
marry in the Church.”

The secularization of
society has had a huge
impact, Bishop Martin
Amos said. “Religion
doesn’t permeate our
whole lives as it’s sup-
posed to.” 

He sees a “dis connect”
between societal accept-
ance of
cohabita-
tion and
an under-
standing
of the
s a c r a -
ment of
marriage.
“Since so
many cou-
ples are cohabitating, when
it comes time to make that
commitment to marriage,
they don’t think of the
Church being a part of it
until maybe the kids come
along.”

The Vatican’s extraordi-
nary synod on the family
will have to address issues
such as these, the bishop
said. The ordinary synod in
2015 will also be on mar-
riage, discussing what
ought to be the next step.

Sacraments of
initiation

In the diocese, the num-
ber of people receiving
baptism, first Communion
and confirmation — sacra-
ments typically received by
children — has decreased
less than the number of
marriages. Fr. Adam
offered one possible expla-
nation for this trend. He
has seen couples who, even
after marrying outside the
Church and falling away
from the regular practice of
their faith, still want their
children to receive the
sacraments of initiation.
“But what the reception of
sacraments means, and the
responsibilities it gives
them, are not really under-
stood,” he said.

Most often, “If parents
aren’t going to church,
they’re not going to be
bringing their children to
church, either, to receive
the sacraments,” Bishop
Amos said.

Hanisch said: “I just
think that if we had trained
professionals in parishes
involved in sacramental
preparation, we would see
a surge in sacraments.
After you’ve had a course
in baptism, for example,
you can’t help but think
differently than someone
who hasn’t had that course.

If you want to invest in the
future of the Church,
you’re going to have to do
that.”

Other factors
The sacraments don’t

necessarily play into some
young people’s decision to
leave Catholicism. Kristy
Nabhan-Warren, who stud-
ies Catholicism and serves
as an associate professor at
the University of Iowa,
said some of her students
have struggled with
Catholic teaching on social
issues. In her time teaching
religious studies at the uni-
versity and previously at
Augustana College in Rock
Island, Ill., many students
have said they have gay
friends or family members.
“They’d say in my classes,
‘I was raised Catholic, but
don’t feel I can go to
church now because I don’t
agree with the Church’s
stance on gay marriage.’”
The Catholic Church
teaches that marriage is
between one man and one
woman.

Nabhan-Warren’s stu-
dents also voiced disagree-
ment with the Church’s
prohibition of artificial
contraception, but not so
much with Catholic teach-
ing on abortion. “… They
see gray areas. They want
the Church to acknowledge
complexity more.”

Other young people
who grew up in Catholic or
mainline Protestant fami-
lies have turned to nonde-
nominational megachurch-
es. In Iowa, seven of the 10
religious congregations
that grew the most from
2000 to 2010 are catego-
rized as “evangelical
Protestant,” according to
ARDA.

Nabhan-Warren’s stu-
dents shared a reason
they’re drawn to such
churches. “I heard con-
stantly: ‘The music,’” she
said.

“Many people leave for
the entertainment value,”
Fr. McAleer said. “Non -
denominational chur ches
attract people because of
flash: ‘I am saved because
Jesus is my savior.’ It’s too
simplistic. We need to let
people see the importance
of sacraments.”

Fr. Adam recalled a con-
versation about 15 years
ago with a man who said
he was leaving Catholicism

for a fundamentalist church
because he wasn’t being
“fed” in the Catholic
Church. The priest asked
him about the Eucharist.
“He had this deer in the
headlights look. He didn’t
understand it was the body
and blood of Jesus.” More
catechesis is needed, Fr.
Adam said.

New ideas 
But Catholics ought to

look at what evangelical
churches are doing well,
said Dan Ebener, diocesan
d i r e c t o r
of stew-
a r d s h i p
a n d
p a r i s h
planning.
“They say
it’s about
the music,
the prea -
ching and
the welcoming. Those are
the three primary ways to
reach out to young adults.”

Music needs to be
improved and welcoming
“doesn’t just mean some-
one greets you and says
hello. It means making it a
welcoming environment
for that person,” Ebener
said. “Part of welcoming is
the welcoming of ideas
people bring to the church
when they come to our
door.”

Older adults need to be
receptive to new ideas.
“We need to think outside
the usual way we do things
… but there’s a circle we
can’t think outside of — it
still has to be Catholic,
scriptural, Canon Law —
that’s the space we have to
explore.”

“As a church, we have
to make the weekend litur-
gy unforgettable — an
experience that people will
not allow themselves to
miss,” Jackie Maddy said.
She is director of religious
education and a pastoral
minister at St. Mary Parish
in Albia. 

“Our church should
have standing room only at
our three weekend Masses
— but we can clearly see
the empty seats and it both-
ers us…. We are trying at
every level to catechize, to
evangelize, to invite.”

In October, she and
other parish leaders partici-
pated in a webinar based
on the book “Rebuilt:
Awakening the Faithful,

Reaching the Lost, and
Making Church Matter.”
The webinar emphasized
personally inviting people
to make a journey of faith
and encouraged parish-
ioners to build small
groups. “It is their con-
tention that if we have
small groups of people
who form good relation-
ships with one another, it
will carry over to the larger
parish community,” Maddy
said.

“Rebuilt” suggests other
ways to move a parish for-
ward, including prayer,
leading by example, lead-
ing with a clear vision and
good preaching.

Making
Catholicism
attractive

Another effort Catholics
in the diocese are undertak-
ing is the Confirmation
Prep Project, a nationwide
endeavor to enhance peo-
ple’s experience of confir-
mation. Since joining in
last year, catechists have
worked to make two or
three specific improve-
ments to local confirmation
programs and had access to
an online network of cate-
chists working on the same
goals. Michael Carotta, an
author and speaker who
helped launch the project,
will meet with religious
educators Jan. 18 to discuss
their progress and continue
developing ways to engage
young people.

“There are a lot of
things we can do to wel-
come young adults or make
it more difficult for them to
be active members of con-
gregations,” Ebener said.
For example: “As I travel
around the country, I hear
about the growing popular-
ity of Sunday night Masses
for young adults. When
you bring that up in some
of our rural parishes, that’s
just the opposite time a lot
of older adults want to
attend Mass. They might
want a 7 a.m. Mass and the
young adults want an 8
p.m. Mass.” 

St. Mary Magdalen

Parish in Bloomfield
helped ease the adjustment
to Sunday evening Mass —
necessitated by the priest
shortage — by holding
potlucks before the liturgy,
he said.

But there’s no one
answer to drawing more
people into the Church,
Bishop Amos said. “It’s
influenced by the culture in
which we live, the individ-
ual situations that people
are in. It’s influenced by
how welcoming a parish is;
it’s influenced by the com-
mitment to one’s faith in
God and Jesus; it’s all of
those things together. We
just have to really make it
(the Catholic faith) lifelong
learning and attractive.”

“We have the sacra-
ments, we have the liturgy,
we have a 2,000-year histo-
ry of tradition and truth,”
Maddy said. “We have had
some doozies of bad
moments in 2,000 years,
but with the help of the
Holy Spirit, we have man-
aged to hang on.”

(Barb Arland-Fye,
Anne Marie Amacher and

Sister Laura Goedken, OP,
contributed to this arti-
cle.)
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Catholics in the Diocese of Davenport

Sources: Diocese of Davenport, Iowa Dept. of Public Health/Bureau of Vital Statistics, U.S. Census Bureau

2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 10 yr change
CATHOLIC HOUSEHOLDS 35,330 36,119 36,267 37,204 37,356 37,163 37,461 38,818 39,335 38,907 -9.2%

CATHOLIC INDIVIDUALS 93,824 95,727 97,332 98,899 100,777 101,898 102,096 104,419 105,650 102,143 -8.1%

GENERAL POPULATION IN DIOCESE 771,410 744,576 + 3.6 %
PERCENT OF POPULATION CATHOLIC 12.2% 13.7%

BAPTISMS 1,375 1,491 1,473 1,540 1,538 1,560 1,657 1,678 1,737 1681 -18.2%
BIRTHS IN IOWA 38,686 38,204 38,514 39,662 40,221 40,835 40,592 39,275 38,368 38,139 + 1.4%

FIRST EUCHARIST 1,524 1,534 1,616 1,649 1,597 1,760 1,683 1,799 1,814 1,807 -15.6%

CONFIRMATIONS 1,388 1,443 1,589 1,373 1,523 1,604 1,529 1,864 1,720 1,675 -17.1%

TOTAL MARRIAGES 429 467 458 415 494 559 544 547 541 575 -25.4%
Both Catholic 253 247 251 233 258 281 276 291 266 283 -10.6%
One Catholic 176 220 207 182 236 278 268 256 275 292 -39.7%
MARRIAGES IN IOWA 20,986 20,567 20,880 21,139 19,566 19,895 20,060 20,419 20,455 20,371 + 2.9%

CATHOLIC DEATHS 963 1,019 867 1,005 1,113 956 1,012 1,039 1,033 1,064 -9.5%

2012 2003 10 yr change
Appanoose 12,700 13,611 -6.7%

Cedar 18,416 18,254 +0.89%
Clinton 48,717 49,790 -2.2%

Davis 8,689 8,573 +1.4 %
Des Moines 40,340 41,243 -2.2%

Henry 20,236 20,263 -0.13%
Iowa 16,189 15,967 +1.4 %

Jasper 36,602 37,726 -3.0%
Jefferson 16,867 15,993 + 5.5%
Johnson 136,317 114,866 +18.7%
Keokuk 10,374 11,352 -8.6%

Lee 35,617 36,732 -3.0%
Louisa 11,278 12,256 -8.0%

Mahaska 22,443 22,112 +1.5%
Marion 33,419 32,557 +2.6%

Monroe 8,063 7,857 +2.6%
Muscatine 42,879 42,137 +1.8%
Poweshiek 18,736 18,973 -1.2%

Scott 168,799 159,452 +5.9%
Wapello 35,366 35,875 -1.4%

Washington 21,914 21,239 +3.2%
Van Buren 7,449 7,748 -3.9%

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, State Data Center of Iowa

Population of counties in Davenport Diocese

OFFICIAL NOTICE
TO ALL OWNERS, LIENHOLDERS,
AND CLAIMANTS:
Vehicles to be sold at auction January
16, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. at Fred’s Towing:
2330 W. 73rd Street, Davenport, Iowa
52806. 

To retrieve the vehicle prior to auc-
tion, the registered owner must present
a form of picture identification, current
registration, proof of insurance, and
both towing and accruing storage
charges must be paid in cash.  Any per-
son seeking a release of the vehicle on
behalf of the owner must furnish written
and notarized approval of the owner.
Releases must be picked up at the
Davenport  Police Traffic Division,
Monday thru Friday between the hours
of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M.

If a lien holder requests reposses-
sion of a vehicle they must provide a
copy of the original title with lien infor-
mation on the title, and paperwork
showing the owner of the vehicle is
delinquent in payments and present it to
the Traffic Division of the Police
Department at 416 Harrison Street,
Davenport, Iowa.

Any person claiming rightful pos-
session of the vehicle or personal prop-
erty who disputes the planned disposi-
tion by the police authority or the
assessment of fees and charges may
ask for a hearing before the police
authority to contest the same.

You are hereby informed you have
the right to reclaim this vehicle or
request a hearing within ten (10) days
after the effective date of the publishing
of this notice.  Your inaction shall consti-
tute a waiver of all your rights therein,
and this vehicle with its contents, if any,
will be disposed of according to the pro-
visions of the Iowa Vehicle Code
321.89.

Veh# Year Make Vin Number
3654   00   CHEVY 2G1WH55K4Y9290733
3694   00   FORD 1FAFP42X2YF200061 
3715   07   CHRY 2C3KA53G67H792502
3717   95   FORD 1FMCU24X5SUB69023
3720   97   DODGE 2B3HD46T8VH698698
3722   00   PONTIAC 1G2WJ52J9YF301289
3723   95   BUICK 1G4HP52L8SH480629
3726   00   BUICK 2G4WS52J0Y1235663
3730   95   PONTIAC 1G2WJ52M3SF340543 
3731   09   HONDA 5FNRL38209B047811 
3732   99   FORD 1FMZU34E6XZA70302 
3733   79   FORD F9G87H281791
3736   03   MERC 2MEFM75W53X653481
3738   03   CHRY 2C3AE76KX3H535185
3739   89   CADILLAC 1G6DW51YXKR725107
3741   98   TOYOTA 4T1BG28K1WU222811
3742   07   HONDA 1HGCM56787A186878
3743   01   PONTIAC 1G2WP52K11F239352
3747   96   OLDS 1G3HY52K8T4849054
3750   00   DAEWOO  KLAVG6928YB222172
3751   02   MAZDA 1YVGF22C225291438
3754   99   PONTIAC 1G2WJ52K1XF335556 
3755   02   FORD 1FAFP53UX2G158881
3757   98   BUICK 1G4HR52K8WH462350
3759   00   CHEVY 1GCEK14T3YE139273
3761   99   CHEVY 1GNEK13R0XJ440148
3763   99   CHRY C3HE66G6XH662686
3766   98   BUICK 2G4WY52MXW1563856 
3770   01   FORD 1FAFP52U21A155024
3771   00   PONTIAC 1G2WJ52J6YF100241
3773   01   BUICK 1G4HP54K214129015 
3775   03   DODGE 1D4GP25383B167632
3777   97   PONTIAC 1G2WP5213VF249118
3778   02   SATURN  1G8ZH52872Z301812
3781   95   HONDA JHMRA1869SC013669
3783   03   FORD 1FAHP53U13A234694  
3784   02   FORD 2FMZA52452BB70076
3785   95   CADILLAC 1G6KF52Y4SU244787 
3786   05   DODGE  1D4HD48NX5F593145
3791   96   CHEVY 1GCGG25R9T1009999
3793   90   PONT 1G2HX54C3L1281925
3794   86   CHEVY 2G1AW19R3G1168426
3795   97   DODGE 1B7HF16Z8VS170681
3796   05   FORD 1FAFP53U95A220178
3799   98   CHEVY 1GCDM19W9WB185102

The City of Davenport reserves the
right to reject any bid, or all bids. Dated
at Davenport, Iowa, this 9th day of
January, 2014. By Order of the City
Council.

Wieser

Bp. Amos

In February 2008, The Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life released results
from their “U.S. Religious Landscape
Survey” that included this finding about
the U.S. adult Catholic population:

“Catholicism has experienced the
greatest net losses as a result of affilia-
tion changes.

“While nearly one-in-three Ameri -
cans (31%) were raised in the Catholic
faith, today fewer than one-in-four
(24%) describe themselves as Catholic.
These losses would have been even more
pronounced were it not for the offsetting
impact of immigration.”

Later in 2008, the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) at
Georgetown University published an arti-
cle that addressed this finding. The arti-
cle, “The Impact of Religious Switching
and Secularization on the Estimated Size

of the U.S. Adult Cath olic Population,”
pointed out that Cath olicism has the
third-highest retention rate of 11 faith
groups studied by the Pew Forum. Sixty-
eight percent of U.S. Catholic adults stay
in the religion they were raised in, a per-
centage higher than eight Protestant tradi-
tions but lower than Jews (76 percent)
and Mormons (70 percent).

CARA also reported that “the median
age at which former Catholics stopped
considering themselves as Catholic is 21.
This median age is consistent with
research that indicates that these reli-
gious changes may often coincide with
the young adult stage of life where sepa-
ration from family, relocation, increased
mobility, and marriage are common.”

For the full article, visit cara.george-
town.edu/CARAServices/FRStats/Winte
r2008.pdf. 

Some struggle with Catholic teaching on social issues
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